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Fellow GCAGS members, I want update you regarding the progress 
GCAGS has made this year and share with you a few highlights. GCAGS 
was honored to welcome 1292 attendees to the 65th Annual GCAGS 
Convention September 20-22, 2015 at the George R. Brown convention 
center. The Houston Geological Society was proud to host our convention 
this year and to shine brightly among 13 stars in the GCAGS constellation. 
Houston serves as headquarters for many energy companies and 
universities focused on technology, exploration, innovation. Houston is a 
gateway of technology and exploration “know how” to the world. We enjoy 
a great exploration community filled with talented and friendly geoscientists 
centrally located within the prolific Gulf Coast province. Our convention 
theme: “Leadership, technology, discovery, and Education” captured this 
dynamic time and place.  
 
GCAGS unites us. When I became GCAGS president (2014), the first 
thing I did was join all 13 affiliated societies. I wanted to see what each 
affiliated society was doing, read the publications, newsletters, field trips 
and technical meeting notifications. I was amazed by the quality and 
quantity of GCAGS programs available to explorers and scientists 
interested in Gulf Coast geology. To better share this information monthly 
events are now posted on GCAGS webpage web link under the Member 
society news and events http://www.gcags.org/ 
 
The GCAGS theme this year was: “United we explore, United we learn”. 
GCAGS societies share a common geology and a special bond. I believe 
there is strength in unity and all affiliated societies members can benefit 
from broad participation in GCAGS programs. Please join me in attending 
GCAGS events outside of your local society. 
 
GCAGS Member Benefits Another initiative this year was to inform 
approximately 10,000 members of GCAGS about the many benefits and 
resources from GCAGS. These are also posted on the GCAGS and have 
been published in many affiliated society publications and web pages.  
 

The benefits of GCAGS membership include: 1) Annual Convention and 
Exhibition, 2) Society Representation, 3) AAPG Advisory Council 



Representation, 4) Student and Faculty Grants, 5) Scholarship fund 
$195,500, 6) Student Chapter Leadership, 7) Advertising, 8) Imperial Barrel 
Award, 9) Honors and Awards, 10)Teacher of the Year Award, 11) GCAGS 
Transactions, 12) GCAGS Journal,  13) www.gcags.org, and 14) Social 
Media. We will focus on a few of these benefits, below. 
 
Annual Convention and the Awards Ceremony The Gulf Coast remains 
the 'go to' basin for oil companies to deliver a great return on investment. 
Innovations in drilling and seismic processing, the strong work ethic of its 
workforce, and most importantly the abounding ingenuity of scientists like 
you make the Gulf Coast the basin that “keeps on giving”. Every year at the 
awards ceremony, the GCAGS and GCSSEPM honor those who have 
shared their research, ideas, and concepts with the rest of the scientific 
community. The award ceremony recognizes exemplary individuals whose 
contributions enable others to build on hard won technical knowledge and 
understanding. We owe the awardees great appreciation for their legacy of 
service and advancement of Gulf Coast geoscience. 
 
The Awards Ceremony recognized the 2015 recipients of GCAGS and 
GCSSEPM special honors, as well as awardees of the best presentations 
and best published papers in the 2014 GCAGS Transactions and GCAGS 
Journal, all of whose works have made important contributions to GCAGS 
and the advancement of geosciences.  Highlights of GCAGS Awardees 
follow. (A full listing of awardees can be found in the GCAGS 
Transactions.) 
 
This year's GCAGS Transactions were dedicated to John Amoruso. Others 
being honored this year include Steve Hill, receiving GCAGS Honorary 
membership, Dallas Dunlap, Mike Quinn, and Mike Fein receiving GCAGS 
Distinguished Service, and Ilena Krupala who will receive the Owen R. 
Hopkins Outstanding Earth Science Teacher Award. 
 
13 teams competed in the AAPG Imperial Barrell competition within the 
Gulf Coast Section. We are proud to recognize all the teams. The 
awardees as follows: 1st Place, University of New Orleans; 2nd Place, 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette; and 3rd Place (tie), University of Texas 
at Austin and Stephen F. Austin State University 



 
Teacher of theYear Ilena Krupala   GCAGS Dedicates Transactions to  
        John Amoruso 
 

 
GCAGS 1st place IBA Team, University of New Orleans: Christopher (Mark) 
Johnson, Elijah Ayobami Adedeji, Joshua Flathers, Dr. Royhan Gani 
(faculty advisor), Joseph Frank, John (Trey) Kramer, and Toby Roesler 
(industry mentor) 



 

 
GCAGS Executive Kate Kipper prepares the awards for the honorees (with 
assistance from Dallas Dunlap and Charles Sternbach). 
 

 
Poster Chairman Meredith Faber presents award to Sasha Gumprecht 



 
Linda Sternbach (Technical program chair, left), Larry Bartell (General 
Chair, center), Dianna Phu (Secretary and convention Web chair, right). 
 
Convention special programs. Keeping with this year’s convention 
theme: Leadership, Technology, Discovery, Education, we hosted an 
Educational/Leadership Forum 2.0 designed to educate the young and old 
on core topics concerning Gulf Coast geology. This year we had six 
globally recognized experts on the Gulf of Mexico: Scott Tinker, John 
Dribus, Brian Horn, John Snedden, Richard K. Stoneburner, Charlie 
Kerans. These world renowned scientists shared their expertise on why the 
Gulf of Mexico (GOM) is one of the richest hydrocarbon provinces in the 
world, a “fertile crescent” of resources, technology, and ingenuity. This 
event was thought provoking and well attended. 
 
Following the Education/Leadership forum 2.0, we convened a special 
multigenerational panel of distinguished geologists: Geo Generations, 60 
Years in the “Patch” and Counting. This panel discussed where our 
industry has been and where we might be going. We will produce a video 
of this event for future posting on the GCAGS, HGS, and AAPG webpages. 
 



 
Geo Generations panelists: Tom Tinker, Scott Tinker, Nathan Tinker and 
panel moderator Charles Sternbach 
 
Another popular forum was “Geologists as Leaders In Finance, Banking 
and A&D” chaired by Steve Brachman and Jeff Lund. 
 
We had three very popular luncheons: 
• All Convention Luncheon, Monday September 21, 2015 Title: 
“Chevron’s Key Discoveries and Developments in the Deepwater Gulf of 
Mexico, a Story of Steady Growth”. Speaker:   Karl (Ken) Eisenmenger, 
Exploration General Manager, Chevron Deepwater Exploration and 
Projects. 
• DPA Luncheon, Tuesday, September 22, 2015 Title: “How to Survive 
and Thrive in Good Times and Bad” Speaker: Charles Goodson, CEO of 
PetroQuest 
• GCSSEPM Luncheon, Tuesday, September 22, 2015 Title: “Model 
the Rock! Using Diagenesis Simulation for Rock Property Prediction”, 
Speaker: Speaker Rob H. Lander, Geocosm 
 



 
General Chairman Larry Bartell (center) and All Convention Luncheon 
speaker Ken Eisenmenger (right) 
 

 
GCSSEPM President Elect Dorene West (left), HGS President Deborah 
Sacrey (center), and GCAGS General Chair Larry Bartell (right) at the All 
Convention Luncheon 
 
Welcoming students to our Industry 
The GCAGS 2015 Annual Convention committee worked hard to engage 
the powerhouse known as the SEG/AAPG Student Expo. Both events 
occurred in contiguous convention space with a day of overlap.  GCAGS 
seasoned professionals got to interact with many BS, MS, and PhD 



geoscientists preparing to enter our industry.  Numerous students attended 
the entire convention at a special rate ($35). Through special funding many 
students participated in GCAGS programs. 
 
One of the best gifts GCAGS gives the scientific community is its annual 
publication of the Transactions and GCAGS Journal in conjunction with its 
annual convention. For those working Gulf Coast geology, these 
publications have become the number one reference for understanding the 
regional and local geology. After 65 years, there is a plethora of research, 
geologic models, case histories, and ideas captured on these pages. These 
articles provide the foundation for future generations working Gulf Coast 
geology. Thanks to all of you who have contributed and shared your ideas. 
 
I would like to give special thanks to Larry Bartell, GCAGS General 
Chairman 2015, for volunteering his time and talent over the past two years 
to organize this convention. It is a daunting task and Larry did a superb job!  
I would also like to recognize Linda Sternbach our GCAGS Technical 
Program Chair for taking on the formidable job of overseeing nearly 100 
oral presentations, many posters, judging efforts, short courses, field trips 
and leading numerous volunteers on her committees. Thanks to Deborah 
Sacrey for a great job on special events and the many volunteers working 
with her. Deborah also represented HGS ably as President during this 
convention. You can see many volunteers and committee chairs on the 
committee webpage: http://www.gcagshouston.com/steering-committee/ 
Please join me in thanking them when you see them for a job well done! 
 
The vitality of the Gulf Coast Section would not be possible without the 
support and dedication of our numerous committee chairs. Special thanks 
go to our Executive Director Kate Kipper, as well as our Treasurer Steve 
Hill for many years of dedicated service and our new treasurer Sean 
Kimiagar, our Managing Editor James Willis, our GCAGS webmaster Jill 
Willis, our GCAGS Journal Editor Barry Katz, our Continuity Committee 
Chair Dallas Dunlap, our Convention webmaster Dianna Phu and Linda 
Sternbach, and all the other committee chairs. Special thanks to our 
GCAGS convention officers: Brent Hopkins, vice president, Mike 
Erpenbeck, treasurer, Dianna Phu, Secretary. 
 
The Gulf Coast Section of AAPG has two representatives on the AAPG 
Advisory Council: John Jordan and William M. Whiting. We thank our 
representatives for good communication between the Section and the 



Advisory Council. Martha Lou Broussard and Mary Broussard have 
distinguished themselves by long term service in Advisory Council roles in 
prior years. It is a humbling honor to be surrounded by such wonderful and 
dedicated professionals.   
 
We are particularly pleased to wish Dawn Bissell, General Chairman, Brent 
Hopkins the new incoming president of GCAGS (2015/2016), the Corpus 
Christi Geologic society, and the rest of the planning team all the best for a 
great GCAGS convention planned for Sep 18-20, 2016 in Corpus Christi. 
See you there!  http://www.gcags2016.com/ 
 
 

 
The GCAGS Leadership Team, at our Sept 22, 2015 Houston Texas 
Annual meeting 


